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FROM SECRETARY TO
BEOARD MEMBER

‘I LIKE TO GO
TO THE EDGE

BEING A WOMAN
IN A MANS WORLD

WOMEN IN

‘L

BE MORE DIVERSITY
IN THE WORKPLACE'

THERE SHOUID. B



Interview

WE'RE ON THE RIGHT PATH, BUT ACCORDING TO MELLIE KROES THERE
IS STILL PLENTY OF WORK TO BE DONE IN TERMS OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS
IN THE WORKPLACE. NINE QUESTIONS FOR THIS 'POWER-WOMAN'",

| dont use that term. | would rather call it influential. | think Angela
Merkel iz a good example of this. She has an absolute starring role

in her own country and on the world stage. Furthermore, =he's an

extraordinarily friendly person. | also think Christine Lagarde, the
number 1 of the IMF and former minister of France, is an influential
woman. | worked with her. As 3 woman, she holds an important

position.”

| did long ago. At the time, itwas still not po

out certain functions. These days. that hin

WOITIEN tO Carry
nce is luckily no longer
relevant. | cant =say if | contributed to this. What | =dll remember
well:

hen | got married. the most senior boss invited me for coffee.

When you gert pregnant. | assume y

ur joib’, he =aid. That

his of course.

was accepied in those d
This indicazes h

. Wowadays, no one =3

¢ much can change in a human lifetime.”

“As far as I'm concerned there should be a lot maore divel

the workplace. Figures indicate that the percentage of women in
management pasitions has dropped agsin. That's why | became 2
big proponent
very much agains

=

o. | was initialty

guotas & lang time &
1 have ait for things to change.

ish their educ

S
zirls
girls o fi

AT Sl el e
very important for you ©

important inswrance for financial independence.”

"There was wrongdoing. especially in San Francisco. Unfortunatehy

this iz not only the caze at Uber; there are a lot of other companies

in other countries that | wouldn't trust. Measures were imposed and
CEQ Travis Kalanick h

rezigned. Uber now has a new CEQ with

a very impressiv sed with that

| think

tr

record. I'm p

e
e way,

was very courageous for the woman o stand up. When
something is wrong, you need to have the courage to address it
Even if it doesn't personally concern you.”

Text- Ymke Frijtars & Frank wan Bergan

put it into context. This lisdng is of
I held at

t too big for

course related o the fu

the time. I'm not going to

my boots. It can also be relevant in your

job:itmeans thaty
seriously. People value me for what | do or

ur work is being taken

because they agree with me.”

“Az the end of rry second term in Brusssls
| met an ltalian woman who participated

in a robot research project the University
of Turin. She was 92 years old at the tme.
Dwuring a corwersation | asked her about
her life. Az the age of sixteen she married
a man who didn't want her to pursus

educstion or |. He died when =he was

72 and thatwas her turning point. Shewent

o Universi rote books and did research

iz teaches me that youre

0 undertske things. If
g of something, dont ever =ay
afterwards: 1 would have liked to do that'”

you're

arearm

“When something is
wrong, you need to
have the courage to

address it.
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“l wouldn't say that I'm an open book, but the world ha

lowly got to
know mare about me. 'm a public figure, so | can't complain abour
that People that recognise me on the street are always friendly.
Those who want to say mean things don't run into me, | imagine.

If people dizagree with a political decision, so be it. When someane

close to me iz has a negatve opinion about something, | listen to the

criticism or try to come up with arguments.”

“Things are looking up again. I'm positive about the current atmos-
phere and effort. 18 months ago, we were in deep trouble, and that's

now behind us. The current European Commissioner, Timmermans,
iz doing 8 good job. He's a real European and an inspired person.
Dwring my time as a European Commissioner, | had the opportunity
o work with so many talented people from all the member states.

Working in a team like that is inspirir

“Everything that | have on my plate right now. such as fundraising
for the Rijksmuzeum and helping to stop female genital murilation
togecher with Amre

fing Doctors, is very interesting to me and

keeps me busy. Butif | could change something, | would make more

time for my grandchildren. | prefer locking forward,
ta look back. | =t

you don't have

think life is exciting.”
‘Timmermans

is doing a
good job.
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